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Tsunami devastates
Sri Lanka

On Boxing Day 2004 the world the north easlthough still afected, the

tuned in to news of the worsteffect on the west coast has been nowhef
naural dissster in recent near as great as elsewhere on the islay
memory The Indian Ocean tsunami had-ikewise the childrels home in Jdiha
swept hundreds of thousands of people ftas not been damaged and all fstafd
their deathsAt time of going to press the children are safe.
death toll stands at over 170,000. In the immediate aftermath PCC was ii
Si Lanka has suffered the highest death  contact with colleagues in Si Lanka, ®
tdl after Indonesia with amost 38,000 working out how best to respond to the
confirmed dead and 835,000 homdess, challenges and to help with the millions®
Entire communitiesonthe socuthand esst of of people whose lives have been

the idand have been degtroyed.
PCC works on the west coast, in
Wattala near Colombo, and in fdef in

destroyed by this tragedy
See below and page 3 for the full
story and how PCC is responding.

A man in Galle on Sri Lanka’s south coast
suneys the destruction

As soon as news of the disaster
reached PCC, contact was made
with colleagues in Sri Lanka. Here
are some of the responses in the
immediate afterm ath.

M (Wattal a, near lonbo) “Canal
over-flowed and water cane inside

church. It was our worship service
time. Building is OK. | was so
afraid but am alright. Thanks for

your concern.”
Decenber 04).
Jenny Sinnathura (Jaffna North
East Si Lanka) “Near Paal am

bui Idi ng peopl e have noved out of
the area. Bahrath and Hema are
still living in the build ng. V&
can only pray. In where we are in
Jaf fna the tsunam flooding came to
30 km away. So far at | east 100
peopl e are missing, sone we know
have died. So far we are ok.” (UK
Time 9.35pm 26 Decenber 04).

Jenny Sinnat hurai (Jaffna)

Local news says that we are to be
wat chful for the next seven days.
So far we hear that about 10, 000
peopl e have died. It’'s hard to look
at the damage. V¢ have provided
clothes so far. We as a church need

(K time 9.25pm 26
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to provide sonethi ng towards our
refugees near us. (UK Tine 9.50pm
27 Decenber 04)

Jenny Sinnat hurai (Jaffna)

It will be hel pful if we can give
nmoney to the people who are in

i mredi at e need. Food itens are
expensive and at the nonment
difficut to bring to Jaffna
because of the flood. Nothing is
all oned on the road from I onbo.
Maybe we can bring things up by
air. If we have noney we can start
to gi ve peopl e basic food and

shel ter. Thanks for your concern.
(WK time 1. 40am 28 Decenber 04)
Kar en Dey (Jaffna)

It's very hard to communicate from
here. Raj endrams famly (Sureka)
and Vinoth famly have |l ost their
homes and everything. Otherwise all
OK Today things are alittle
normel but still everyone is in
shock. Many people are stayi ng at
Paal am sl eeping on the floor. (UK
Tinme 12.00 nidday, 28 Decenber 04)
R (WK but in touch wth Wittal a)
| have spoken to people today. Some
have lost their houses, especially
t hose who lived near the beach.
Mari’'s church building is ok, but
she has | ost everything inside. No

e views: page3

« After the tsunami: Adrian Hawkes
refl ects on how we respond to the
tragedy of Boxing Day 2004

shops are open in the area so there
is no food. All the children who
attend our school are ok (UK Tine
4.26pm 28 Decenber 04)

Kar en Dey (Jaffna)

We need to re-house the two
fam li es who are part of the work
here. All the people are working
together to help. G®d s hand seens
to be over the church peopl e and
property; | can only say this has
been amazi ng. There are nany
testinmoni es. W need to supply food
and clothing to those around us.
Keep us in your prayers (WK Tine
11. 11pm 28 Decenber 04).

Karen Dey @

Am going to refugee canmps tonorrow
to distribute baby food, working
with Jaffna District Child

Protecti on Committee and Save the
@@ (WK time 11lam 5 January 05)
Karen Dey @

Went to visit canps in af fected
areas. | can't describe what nass
destruction we saw. V¢ tal ked to
many famlies. Many have | ost young
children and elderly. All have | ost
homes. | could just sit and cry.
What you see is unbelievabl e and
unf orgettable. (UK tine 11. 55pm 7
January 05)

» on the back

* PCC Foster Care Agency getsthe
officd stamp and islooking for
more carers

* My gory: aKosovan woman's new
lifeinthe UK




ORDER OF NAMES??

Pedal power helps
Jaffna children’s home

The PCC funded children’s home in Jaffna has had
a paint job thanks to some strong calf muscles

n Sri Lankan childrers home has one of the children, crested an amazing

received a much needed lick of paint

and it's largely thanks to a group of
young peop e cyding their lungs out round
a London park.

That was the gory of 2004 when ateam
from Phoenix Community Care went out to
Jafnain North East Sri Lanka, armed with
an amazing £855 raised by Malachi Kedly
(12) and his mates. A gponsored bike ride
around Finsbury Park in North London had
rased the cash, hdping to pay for paint,
toysand materid sfor the decoration.

Malachi was dso ore of five other
volunteers who went out to the country to
hep the kids and daff a the chidiren’'s
home <ruce the place up. Paul Kdly,
Robert Day, Kard Mayer, Hazd Thorpe
and teamleader Tracey Hutchings were aso
janed by Becca Dyer who was dready in
the country, working a the PCC funded
schod inWattd a, near the capital Colombo.

Thetwe veday trip saw theteam working
with the kidson the painting, helping locd
builders to construct a smd| study areafor
the girls, and watching in wonder as Silas,

mud of a hird in the kitchen. He had
recenly come second in naionwide at
competition for young people.

Jafraisin the very north of Sri Lanka
and hasbeen & the certre of aviolent civil
war that has only recently stopped after 30
years The war has affected millions of

Tragic site: graves of children aged 12-19 killed
fighting for the Tamil Tigers

The team, |-r: Malachi Kelly, Tracey Hutchings,
Paul Kelly, Robert Day, Hazel Thorpe, Korel
Mayer, Becca Dyer (check this order!!l)

people, and devadated largeamourts of the
landscgpe. None o the team had ever been
to this pat o the country before Said
Tracey Huchings: “Jffnais so beautiful,
yet has been under siege and a war for ©
long. | know that the trip had a big i mpact
ondl of us. Wehave come back wanting to
do more and to engage with theisaues.”

One o the most moving moments of the
trip was avidt to agraveyard far children
aged 12-19 who had been kill ed fighting for
the Tamil Tigers, the Tamil ‘army’.

Sad Becca Dyer: “ The saddeg momert
was looking out over the thousands of Hue
graves. Theredity of what people herehave

lived through really hit home at that

moment. It was very sad and yet the gmiles
on the kid s faces when we got back tothe
childrers hame were so huge you found
yourself being hgppy tha they were safe
and dive, despitetheinjustice of it all.

“It was amazing to think that because of
this hamethekids wemetwill now grow up
safe. It inspired us dl to remember the
difference we can make. |t seems daurting
to think aout changng the world but we
can hdp change afew lives andthat isjug
as amazing.”

Fundraising update

PCC would like to thank some of the
other people who have been
fundraising for its work over the past
few months. They include:

Russ Jones who put down his DJ's
headphones and cycled, swam and
ran his way through the London
Olympic Triathlon, raising £1000 for
PCC in the process. He was only 15
minutes behind the winner of the
event.

Andy Smith who completed a
sponsored walk to raise money for
Kenya.
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Dave Bilbrough who organised a
fundraising evening of music
following the tsunami disaster,
raising £xxxx for the relief effort.

Russ Jones (again) who put
together a stunning line up of
performers for a tsunami fundraiser
in January.

Barclays Bank who are planning a
community fundraiser

PCC is very grateful for the work and
sometimes physical pain that people
put themselves through to raise
money for what we are doing.

Unaccompanied minors

hoenix Cammunity Care opened its
Pfirst home for made “‘unaccompanied

minors’ (UAMs) in 2004, housing
fiveteenage boys from China, Romariaand
Kosovo. UAMs are young asylum seekers
aged 16 to 18 who arive in the UK alone.

Thereare now also two homes far young
asylum seeking women over the age of 18.
This trings the total number of those
currertly being housed to 27.

The prq ects have seen a steady stream of
young people needng to be housed, with
the relationship with the London Borough
of Haringey goingwell. There is acaonstart
need to expand the service beng offered to
keep up with thedemand and more g&ff are
beng recruited to work with the young
people on a day-to-day basis.

CAN WE GET THE AMOUNTS RAISED FOR
THE DAVE B AND RUSS J FUNDRAISERS THIS

WEEKEND



After the devastation:
where do we even begin?

Adrian Hawkes

y phore rang & 6 o'dock in the
morning on Baxing Day 2004. It
was omeore | have known for
many years who has ahabit of ringing me at
all times of day and right to chat or togive
me hi s opinions on various matters. Hesaid
something about Si Larka “being in a
mess’ and that | should teke a lodk &t the
news. At tha time of day | am bady
human, so | let him chat for a hit, got off the
phore and went back to sleep.
Abaut an hou laer he cdled again:
“Haveyou looked a thenews yet ther?”
| explained as politely as | could that |
hadnt. He again suggested that | might like
to. | suggested that he might like toring me
after thesun had come up. The call ended.
By this stage hopes of getting back to any
decent slegp had faded. My mind was
beginning to gir into life and &fter haf an
hour of fruitless dosing | flicked on the
television. | coud bardy believewhat | saw.
PCC has been working in Si Lanka for
15 years. Over that time we have hdped to
fund and deveop a children's home, a
school and a home for vunerable young
women. We have invesed time, maney and
emotionsinto a country barely off its knees
after 20 years of civil war. And as | took in
the news on that Boxing Day morning, as|
watched the sheer scde o destruction of
tens of thousands of individud lives, | just
thaught: can thisredly be happening? After
all these years of hardship, does this tiny

Wattda, near Colombo on the west coast,
and in Jaffnain the north eest of theisland.
By abou 8.30am | wasfiring off textsto try
and etablish that everybody was safe.

It oon became pretty obvious that there
were problems with the counts/
communi cations with the fir gt resporses not
making it back to me until 9.30pm on
Baxing Day evening.

From Mari in Watda who goke of a
great black wal of water coming down the
canal towar ds their church where they were
having aservice. Of thewater coming up to
her chest and of the adults having to put the
childrenon ther shoulders Shetold methat
shethought shewas goingto die

From emy in Wattala who told me that
the waters had come up to the doars of our
schod building, but had nat flooded it and
that dl the staff and children were sefe.

The news from Jaffna tha the floading
had mercifully comeno doser than 30km to
the children’s home and again that all staff
and children wereok.

And before | had even established wha
was gang on in Sri Lanka the offers o
money from friends and supporters around
theworld began to comein

From Links Internationd who dffered to
wire £1000 immediady to our cortactsin
the country. Fram the United Stateswherea
community of donars has offered $0 a
month for every childin our school.

Before 2004 was ou PCC had received
donations of £2000, and as | write thisin
early January the figure stands a £5000,
with two big fundraising events still to teke
place from muscian Dave Bilbrough and
DJRuss Jnes.

The big question o course ishow dowe

nation of amazing, hospitable peoplgeg respond? The scde of this disager is

deserve something like this?
The initid shock soon gave way to
practical concerns about gaff and friendsin

news In brief

THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY has
outlined its policy on immigration and
asylum, proposing a cap on the
number of people allowed into Britain
each year and offshore processing for
asylum applicants. Refugee Council
Chief Executive Maeve Sherlock was
dismissive: “We need separate
systems for refugees and for people
coming here to work. An arbitrary

beyond our comprehension. Thenumber of
dead in Si Lanka currently gands at
38,000, the second highest death toll af ter

limiton all immigration, including
refugees, would put lives atrisk and
damage our economy.”

RISING NUMBERS OF
unaccompanied children seeking
asylum are having their ages
disputed by the Home Office resulting
in them being treated as adults,
according to the Refugee Council.
According to the charity about half of
those under-18 seeking asylum are
now being challenged. The Refugee

Indores a, the epicentre o the earthquake.
That is ou o a totd population of 19
million. The number of orphars is expected
to be huge. Entirefishing communities have
been degroyed

What can we, a gndl charity, possibly
hopetoachievefacedwith suichdevastation?

The ansver o couseis tha we do wha
we can. Many years ago | came to the
concdlusion tha the world is never shart of
sufering and need, but thet if everyonedoes
alitieto alleviate it then alot getsdaone.

In the face of this laest disager my
resporseis the ssme. Our friends out there
ae dready helping refugees who have
come to our buildings looking for
temporary accommodation They have aso
visited some of the camps with supplies of
dothing and baby food. These are all aur
shat term and immediate responses.

But in the medium term we simply need
to belooking to do what we were already
doing, but to do it onalarger scde Before
the tsunami we were looking after orphans
from thewar. Now therearetragicdly many
mare orphang and we will seek to help as
many of them as our funds will dlow us to.
Before the tsunami there was a need for
training and education. Now
livelihoods have been destroyed and people
| ook torebuildther waysof earning aliving
that nead will increase. As much as we can
afford wewill provide.

The genercsity of supporters of PCC has
never ceased to astound us and never more
has this been the casethan in the face o this
tragedyl wart to thank each ore of you for
your support both in recent weeks and over
theyears

Si Lanka may be going through one of
the darkest hours of its history and PCC
may only beoffering atiny glimmer of light
a this time. But we do wha we can. And if
everyone does alittle, alot gets done

Council said that the practice was
“potentially very damaging for
children who will already have been
through traum atic experiences.”

THE HOME OFFICE has published
Integration Matters, a draft document
on its strategy for refugee integration.
A major part of the strategy will

in volve each participating refugee
developing a ‘Personal Integration
Plan’ which will consider employmert,
housing and other needs.

that
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PCC launches
foster care

agency

fter two years of hard work the

Phoenix Community Care Foster

Care Agency received its official
stamp in 2004, with regstration from the
CSCl (WHATDOES THIS STANDFOR?).

Snce then the process of recruiting and
tranng new foster carers has been taking
place and it is hoped that the first children
will be placed with them early thisyear.

So far three families have comeon board,
al of which are new to foster caring.

Thefirg priarity of theagencyisinplacing
children who have come to this country
seeking asylum and who are under 15 years-
old. PCC haslorg fdlt that there is aneed in
this fidd. Sad PCC Directar Pauine

(n)

Hawkes: “| felt that dthough foder carersdo
avery good job, thereisanead far pecidig
care for asyl um children, understanding their
background, culture and so on.”

The familiesrecruited all have aninteres
in this areg, sme o them having dready
worked insocid servicesinthefidd.

All carers recruited to the agency have
undegpne three months of training. This is
not only in the basi cs of foster care, but dso
in the gecific needs and chdlenges tha
young aylum seekers face This covers
aeas such as language tuition and where
help and resour ces can be found, aswell as
cultura assimilation issues to do with such
basics as food, hedth and custons. As they
begin to take in children thecarerswill dso

PCC|

be able to work towards National

Vocationd Qualifications in Early Years
Education.

Within ayear itis hoped that the agency
will have ten familiestaking in children.

PCC: My
second family

Orsiola Nezha cameto
PCC from Kosovo in Xxx
200x. Here she tells her

story in her own words
can you fill in the gaps here. Is she Kosovan?
camein London in September 2002. It
I was aterrible imewhen | camein this
country which was 9 strange and
people were so unhdpful .

| care at UK because | wasawitness of
my parents death. This tragic incident was
caused o the problems tha exiged in my
country and because my ethnicreligon was
agipsy. | had to se nmy parents death in
front of my eyes and the consequences of
this incdernt were my mental and health
problems.

When | camein hear | ddn’t know that |
was coming in hear because after | lost my
parents| was so shocked and | wasn't able
to understand what was surrounding me,

suferit andisso difficut writing about it.

But | don’t want to continue teling this
story | wodd like to tdk abou these
worderful peode tha | have the privilege
writingfor them taday. | can’tfind theexact
words to express how grateful | am. They
opened their heat and welcomed me as
their daughter.

PCC was so hdpful with me and even
now tha that | livein my onvn house they
dways keegp in contact with me and try to
help me . | am prowd to say that PCC ismy
second family. They werethe only people
that were nice with me and make me fed
better in my very difficut days.

What PCC doesisnot only ausually job
that peode do and are bored and very tired
of it srautine (UNCLEAR) Hel ping other
minor people far PCC is a pleasure and
believe me they never get tired of heping
other people. They hdped me to build a
new life, to make new friends ard they
offered me a family. For the first time af ter
my parentsdeeth | fdt loved, | fet agncere
love that was embracing meThey
convinced to create a new life, to ge
educated and to think about my future. Now

and what was happening around md.gotocdlege and! my fuure plans are to

Everythinghappened so fastand | foundmy

go to univerdty, and for dl this | have to

self in London after my neighboursthank PCC.

abandoned mein Finsbury Park.
Pease do understand me because this
situaion is 9 dfficult for me and | 4ill

God bless you. | will rever forget your
help.

FOSTERING
FOR PCC

ARE YOU INTERESTED
IN GETTING INVOLVED?

If you would be interested in
becoming a foster carer with
PCC dease contact us for an

informal chat. You can call us on

020 8808 8000 or e-mail
fca@phoenixcommunity .co.uk

About PCC

What we do
Phoenix Community Care (PCC) wds
formedin June 1999 by Pauline and Adrian
Hawkesto “facilitate agroup of peoplewho
cae about their community and isues
within it, in particular providing care for
vul nerable people.”

UK

The work in the UK encompasses housing
unaacompanied minors, vulneabl e asylum
seekers over 18 and fogder cares and their
foster chil dren. We have also set up a foser
care agency specialising in caring fpr
asylum children.

International
PCCworks in Sri Lanka, where we hdp
fund a children’s home and a honme for
vulnerable girls, and in Kenya where we
have helped fund health and educaion
programmes.

How you can help
If youwoud like to doretetime, money
or other suppart please contact us:

Telephone : 020 8808 8000
emmdal : nfo@phoenixcommuntyo uk
web @ www phoenixcommunity.org
Address : PO BOX 1908,
London N17 6ZN
Phoenix is produced and edited by lan Wedd

Adrian and Pauline Hawkes

fundraising web address?? what is it and

start of penultimate para unclear where do you want it to go?
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