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Hundreds of suitcases,

58 bikes and a few new houses:
where your tsunami money went

unprecedented generosity from PCC's
upporters An extraordinary £16,000was
raised.

Your money was sent out to our partner
organisationin Sri Lanka, Paelan Prgject, touse
asthey felt best inthe faceof thetregedy. Paalam
identified both immediate short-tem needs - to
which they all ocated 20% of funds - and longer
term problemsreceivi ng the remainder.

The short-term needs wee obvious Reople
had log everything - thar homes, dothes and
posessions furniture and fishing boats Many
ended up livingin hadiily erected refugee camps

Paalam vidted two of these in Jffnain the
north of the country. The datigics they were
presented with were horrifying. At the K aaddai
Kaaddu camp they were told tha in the neaby
village 124 adul tsand 44 children had died. Nine
families had log all their children and 28
children had lost both of thar parents The
homes of 405 families had been completely
dedroyed. The mejority of families had lost
fishing boats, their means of making a living.

Paalam was asked by the Tamil Rehabilitation
Organisgtion (another chaity working in the
canp) to supply suitcases and underclothes to
the families Sdd PCC's progjed worker Kathy
Pellatt: “ Supplying suitcasessoundslike awe rd
thing to do, but the truth was the families had
nothing to keep things together and dry. We
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Freedom: Bikes have allowed peopleto get out of the
refugee camps and trade
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bought as many as we could and put some
underclothesand t-shirtsin each one, sock from
our sewing training centre It took us two hours
to hand them all out, because so many people
needed them.”

At the tsunami camp in Sakkoda Alvai the

gsorieswere equdly heartbreski ng. Twenty-three L
families were living there al of whom had hed
houses right onthe seafront.

They had only returned to Jaffna two years
earlier afte the dvil war ceasefire, stting up

s— : TE
Without walls: UN camps have been ‘home’ ©
thousands of tsunami victims for months

fishing busnesses and a small tailoring shop.
Thetsunami took everything. Thefamilies wee
conaulted on what would be mogt use to them
and asked for bicycles. They said these would
gve them freedom to ga around and start
trading items they could make in the camps
They were sck of relying on government
tsunami rations Paalam sourced and delivered a
brand new bicycl eto each family. In the longer
term there are plansto help them re-establi sh the
tailoring business Thirty-five bigyclesweaeaso
Oeliveredto the Kaaddd Kaaddu camp.

In addition local schodls were supported with
items such assportseguipment, chil dren's shoes
and schod meteials

In Watala, nea the capital Cdonbo on the
west dde of the island, the longe term neads
were bang addressed. Several families lost their
houses in the wave and Paalam took theded Son
to buy land andwork in partnership with Habi tat
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Heartbroken : t his woman stands in front
of what was her home before the wave

for Humanity to build them new ones. The
families will pay back a small amount towards
the cod, after which the houses will be theirs.

In Jaffna, the longer term work includesusing
the children's home to care for taunami orphans.
So far three new children have bean taken in.

Teamsfrom the UK have dso gone outtohdp
Paalans work and been moved by wha they
havesea. Sd d one teammember, TanyaCarter:
“It was shocking to e the after-efects. The
locd people explained that the water washi gher
than the 30-foat palm trees with boats fl oating
on thetop. Itishard to even imagi ne this scene.
We met 0 many children with smiles but sad
eyes - many had log their familiesin a sudden
ingant. One lady showed me pictures of her
burying he 3-year-o d and 8-year-old children.”

With all of thework doneinthe last 18 nonths
there has been the continual backdrop of the
s mmering tensions between the government and
theTamil Tigers(see page 3). In December 2005
abooby trapped borb exploded right outs de the
Jaffna childrens home, killing seven
government ldiers As Kathy Pelat put it:
“Bveaythingisdill incredibly fragile If anything
goes wrong we are aware tha the whole civil
war could excalate again. The politics has not
hel ped with the recongtruction after the tsunami.
There hasdefinitely been unequal digribution of
aid betwean the north and south of the country.”

Many fed it will take a generation for the
island to recover from this tragedy. “There is
now thisclear divi de éched on people’'s mindsin
Sri Lanka — before the tsunami and after the
tsunami,” said Kathy Pellatt.

As long as the recovery tekes, PCC ramains
committed to doing all it can. Once again we
thank-you for al your generous and ongoing
support.

* on the back

* PCC5 gudent ocid worker tdlsdl
and asaures us he has no connections
with the Prime Minister




Phoenix Academy

PCC moves home

Last year saw an exdting development in the life of PCC with the opening of the e-base
resource centre in Edmonton, north London. This all singing, all dancing facility brings
together under one roof PCC'straining arm, London Training Consortium, P hoenix
Academy, PCC's school for older children, and all the office and administration staff of
PCC. The building also houses the arts-justice organisation JAE and BEhorpe Mor tgages

London Training Consortium (LTC),has than Chridianity, requiring asit does a postion
been welcoming the worl d through the doors of  of knowing for certain that thereisno God. “1’'m

e-base with
educati on programme for young asylumseekas.
Countries as varied as the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Turkey and Vietham have been
represented as girls and youngwomen aged 14-
25 have been through the three month scheme.
Thel6 houraweek | earni ng programme focuses
in the man on English language training, but
also includes literacy, numeragy and IT, as well
as practical advice on finding jobs Some of the
wormen have children and childcare is provided
aspart of the service. The gudentshave all bean
referred to LTC by local agencies such as socid
services, housing groups and asylum welfare
organi sati ons.

Shid LTC Manager Matt James “The effects

of this programme on the confidence of the
wormen has been amazing. We have already seen
several go ontohigher levelsof study asaresut.
Our dam is aways to be a centre of excellence
and the resul tsso far seem to suggest that we are
achieving that.”

LTC is aso running an NVQ in Childcare
Learning and Development, a qualification
alowing a successful gudent to work with any
chil dren aged 0-16.

Phoenix Academy isals now housal in e
base meaning that every child has a PC at their
desk. Not surprigngly interest in the school has
been growing steadily and it is expected tha
capacity will bereached by the end of theyea.

Interest was also shown in the school by none
other than eminent scientigt and notori ousatheist
Professor Richard Dawkins for a Channd 4
<eries entitled “The Root of All Evil 2.

The setieswas |ooking at the negati ve effects

he fed srdigion has had in theworld, with this

episode examining science teaching in what he

termed ‘fundamentalist’ Chridian schodl s
Phoenix Academy uses a Chridian teaching

programme called Accelerated Christian

Education (ACE), whi ch seeks to giveabiblicd

pergpective onall subjects on the aurri culum.
RCC di rector Adri an Hawk es wasi nterviewed

on hisviews on some of the schodl’s teaching

materials and said that all children were

encouraged to quedtion the curriculum and tha
atheisam reguired more fundamentalist beliefs
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its European Union-fundedibera in comparison’”, he said.

Conference facilities at the e-base

PCC wins new
care contract

PCC has won a contract to be a‘leaving
care'supplie for young people moving out of
mainstream fogter care The competition for
the contracts was fiece with 77 agencies
applying of which

12 weae successul,

confirming the
regard in which

PCCisheld bylocd [/ @

authorities.

The PCC Foger
Care Agency also
continues to grow, five fully gproved carers
having been through thetraning programme
and five moreinthe midde of training.

In September 2005 the agency
ingpected by the Commisson for Social Care
Ingoedion and received a favourable report
(viewable viawww.csci.og.uk).

The growth in contracts means that more
carers are required, s if you are interesed in
recei ving the highest levels of training from an
agency which puts time and resouraes into
ongoi ng support of itscarers then please getin

touch (details on the back page).

KENYA
UPDATE

Rapping
for justice

Y oun g peopl e from Phoenix Academy and

Rainbow Church have put together

fundrasng CD to help dreet kids in Kenya.
Produced by expeaienced musician Wesley

Muor aChaves, the CD, clled ‘ If WWe Never

Change (Heart of the Rainbow 7)’, features a

mixture of styles, from five-year-old Tayna

Muoria-Chaves .

(Wesleys daughter)

singing her

song,

Cummings

performing a

Other

include y
written by Tony %&&
Mayer Zippy,
Darleen MuoriaChaves
and Clair Smith.

The money raised from sdles will hdp to
fund 25 young people aged 14to 16togoout
to Kenya later this year and work with
vulnerable stred kids At £7, the CD will be
availeble from e-base (see back page for
contadt detdls) or viawww.nl mshop.com.

Fundraising thanks

Andy Smith and friends a Roehampton
Church continue to do amazing work, both
fundrasng and helping out precticdly on
PCCSs ovasens projects March 2006 saw
Andy and Luke Cliford omanise &
fundrasng meal in a Roehanpton resaurant
for PCC'swork in Kenya, raising astaggering
£3500 in one night.

Luke (29) first went out to Kenyain 2005
with Andy towork with street kids. He was so
moved by the experience tha snce geting
back he has made it hismisson to do al he
can to help. As a trained mechanic he is
currently worki ng on eseblishing agaragein
Nakuruwhichwill give sreet kids traini ng for
atrade andaroute out of poverty.

Guest house news

The Kenya guest house projed isalso
taking shgpe. PCC has purchased seven acres
of land in the gunning Rift Valley and the
buildingisgoingup & arapid rate Acompany
called Amptex Ltd has been edablished to
manage the programme. When conmpleted the
building will not only function as a guest
house, but will double as a digance learning
centre. Income from vidtors will help fund
education for people from surroundil
villages, with lectures taking place in the
building it<elf.




A year of heartache

After the tsunami many hoped Sri Lankans would find a

political unity in grief. It was not to be

lan Wedd

unity that sworn enemies can abandon thar

differences if faced with a new and common
threat. The spirit of the blitz in 1940's London is
the usud cliché. Squabbling ne ghbours putting
their quarrels to one sde, sanding togeher
behind Churchill’s defiant and stirring words
“Wedhd |l neve surrender”.

In December 2004 Sri Lanka was hit by a
disagerthelikes of whichit had never known, as
the Boxi ng Day tsunami took away 30,000 of its
souls The civil war, of course, had claimed over
twice that number, but those 64,000 perished
over two decales of fighting. Thetsunami did its
workinamatte of minutes

A naural disager of this dimens on leaves us
speechless and helpless confused & the random
and aqud foraes of nature. We naturally start to
hope for silve linings to the cloud, tha some
form of good might come from the horror.

That wasour hopefor Sri Lanka. The tsunami
showed no prejudice or favour. It killed Tamil,
Sinhaless, Buddhi &, Chri i an and Muslim alike.
The supportas of the Tamil Tigersin the north
and east drownedin pretty muchthe smeway as
supporters of the Sri Lankan government living
in the south. Surely this common humanity, this
sharing of grief could hed divisons and lead to
those experiences of working together that
change hearts and minds and i mulate peace.

Our hopes, it seems were in vain. Ingead of
bengayear of unity in tragedy, 2005 turned i nto

It is often said that out of adveasity can come

had taken place, with the Norwegian-lec

monitoring misson estimating that over 300
people had been
di sappeared.

Then the tsunami struck. Once the waers had
subsided there came a rare moment of hope
whentheTigerswere forced to ask for help from
the government. It was an opportunity. An
opportunity to show that most rarel
demondrated of virtues in pdlitics - grace A
virtue requiring bravery andrisk, but onewhich
can turn dtuations around, with the power to
break cycles of vidence and revenge. Did they
takeit? They did not.

Ingead the two s des descended into arguing

over how aid should be distributed angs

controll ed, as ordi nary people who had survived
thewave struggled to survive in their mekeshift
camps When some sort of agreement wasfinally

reached between th&igers and the then _
it wale® 2=
challenged in the courts by pro-Sinhalese=—

President Chandika Kumaratunga,

nationdigt groupswho aguedtha shaingfunds

with  terrorists (ie the Tigers) was
unconstitutional. As a result the Suprame Court
uspended the deal.

Then in August 2005, the Foreign Mini gter,
Lakshman K adirgama wes assassinated near his
home in Coombo. It was amast certainly the
work of the Tigers (although they deniedit) and,
many feel, amog catanly a regonse to the
uspensonaof theaid deal.

Despite being a Tamil himsalf, Kadirgamar
had long been one of the Tigers’mog vocal

The tsunami showed no
prejudice or favour.
The supporters of the Tamil

one of squabbling over aid, politcal Tigers in the north and east

assass nation, boycotted el ecti ons, escalati on of
videnceand a fea by many observers that the
naion could dip back into fully fledged dvil
war. Instead of working together to ensure the
best use of aid for ordinary people, the Tamil
Tigers and the Sri
politicisal the relief efort, making it anew front
inthe conflict.

T —
No shortage of aid. Big shortage of peace

Even before the wave struck things were
looking precarious Although the 2002 ceasefire
brokered by the Norwegian government wasj ust
about holding, the two ddes had not had faceto-
face medtingssince April 2003, whenthe Tigers
pulled out of disauss ons sayingthey were being
sidelined. Numerous violations of the ceasefire

drowned in pretty much the
same way as supporters of
the government in the south

Lankan governmen.

opponents, critical of aoncess ons given them as

a result of the ceasefire agreement an@eneva in February this yeaEven more

ingrumental in getting them banned in the US
and UK asbdng aterrorig organi sation.

The assasd nation put the fragile peace dedl in
a gaeof crisis, exacerbated by the Presdential
elections in November 2005 which were close

murdered and 100

[
o

Devag ation: the tsunami left thousands homeless

rather than peace, as the peacethey could have
achieved unde Wickramasinghe woul d not have
been on the tams they dedred.

Snce the electi ons conflict has certainly been
what they have got. Countless government
oldies and sdlors have been killed. In one
ind dent the Sea Tigers (the navy wing) sailed a
boa aongsde a Sri Lankan navy parol vessl
and blew themselves up killing 13 sailors. The
Tige's claim that 40 Tamil s have been killed by
security forces

Asis uaual, the average civilian Tamil on the
ground has suffered from both sdes House-to-
house searches, abductions, detentions
<crutiny at checkpoints have all been i ntensified
by the government. At the same time pressure
comes from the Tigers to join up and fight.
Civilians have been forced to undergo basic
military training by the rebels If they refuse they
are beaten up. All of this has provokedfearsof a
return to totd war.

Those fears had reached critical level, when,
remarkablythe Norwegian peace envoy Erik
Solheim managed to broker peace talks in

remaerkably those talks resulted in a dedl, an
agreement to curb the vidence from both sides
The outcome was described by Solheim as
“frankly above my expectaions’.
Sadlysince then thingshavedeteriorated once

run but resulted in victory for Mahindamore. In April, a female suici de bomber entered

Rajapakse, backed by hard iners opposed to any
concessions to theTigers. The defeated
candidate, Ranil Wickramasnghe (a former
prime miniger and genaaly more synpathetic
to some form of power sharing deal with the
Tigers) lost by 180,000 votes. Had the Tige's not
imposed anunofficial boyoott of the elections in
the north and esst, then he would harewon. In
Jafnafor example, tumout was only 0.014% of
more than 700,000 regigtered vota's

Many feel that the boycott was a drategic
political decision, that the Tigerswanted corflict

army headquartersin Colombo and blev hersel f
up, killing 10 and serioudy injuring the head of
the army. The Sri Lankan government blamed
the Tigers (who again denied the attack) and
retaliated with argrikes on Tamil positionsinthe
ead. Reports claim that 100 people have died in
twoweeks many of them civilians.

Norwegian mediators are
struggling to get the sides back together.

Eighteen months ago we dared to hope
tragedy could lead to peace. It seerrs that those
hopeswereinvain.

and

desperately
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the

back

So, Blair, thanks for the coffee
My pleasure.

Blair, let's cut right to the chase. What's
with the weird name? Any Prime
Ministerial inspirations there?

No, | was bom long before our | eader wason
the scene.

Glad we cleared that up. Now, you have
been with PCC since 2004 as their student
social worker. What do you actually do?

I work pri merily with the Fogter CareAgency
and | havetwo manroles Oneis to complete
potenti al foster carers applications This

invol veshome vi Sts, i nterviewsand forms,
making sure applicants full y appreciate what
therdeinvolves andthat they are compeert...

Is that what they call the F1?

Yes.And my secondrdl eis to support the
carers if they then start fostering. WWe nead to
provide the best passibl e service for young
people, sowe do visits to ensure the home is
functioning and the young people excelling.

And how long till you are a fully fledged
social worker?

| am on athreeyea degree course at the
moment and should befinished in 2007.

And then you will receive a huge pay rise?
[laughg]

So, what got you into this line of work?

| usedtowork inaHaingey primary schod as
a‘Primary Learning Mentor’. | did that for four
yearshut reached apoint where | needed to get
aprofessonal qualification to progress. | knew
d a work woul d give me skill sinthings like
theoriesof child devd opment and all the legd
stuf. Atthetime Adrian and Pauline Hawkes
[PCC Directorg were lookingto st up the
fodter cae agency and took me on.

Right. So let’s go back to thementoring.
What on earth is that?

It's an extend on to oecial needs ssdstance.
Badcally it's about working more i ntensively
with kidswi th very diffi cult barriersto learning.

Sou nds terrifying
Itwasgreat! | |oved it.

And what got you into that?

| was working in sales for hotels It paidthe
bills but that was about it. Someone suggested |
look into gped al needs work in schoals. | had a
background in theatre workshops wi th young
people and have dways fdt geared towards
engaging with them and their futures Sol
applied and gat taken on by an agency.

And they broke you in gently?

Not quite | was given the job of 1ooking after a
younggter who' d been expdled for violent
behaviour and arson! None of the schoal sin
Haringey would have him.

Sounds lovely
Hewasan ebsol ute angel. He was only nine.
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Nine! And did you sort him out?

WEell I worked with him for two years and what
we echieved with himin primary schodl wil
gay with him. How he arrived withusand how
he left were totall y different. Likealot of these
kids he just needed decent, congstent role
modd s Funnily enough he wasthefirg child|
saw when | gated thejob and then the day |
left, after he had moved on, he made a paint of
coming back to see me off. He wasrunning up
the road, degperate to see me. It wasa very
moving momert.

So what’s your secret?

I’m not surethereis a secret. It' sjus about
recognisng that evey young person has ideas
and potertid. In my opinion success ishased on
only promising what is passble, surprising
them by doi ng more andaways tryingto see
thingsfrom their point of view.

But you do seem to be a natural at it
Well...

Don’t be modest

OK maybe. When | wasdoingthe job there
were kids that only | could calm down. | don’t
know how or why. | think | canrelate to young
people who grow up without the security of role
modd s That i nfluenaes the way | work.

Where does that empathy come from?
Well | wasadopted from birthand the couple
who adopted me split up when | was Sx. Soit
was abrokenhome and | really had nobody
that | was closeto parentally. | looked for
parentd idals in teachers, scout leaders, friends
parents but they never redly filled the gap. |
guessthat means tha | know the power of a
lack of identity.

Have you ever tried to track down your
biological parents?

| didn't want to at first, but oncel got married
[to Emma)] and had my own kids[Ellis Rae
and Ezra] | realised that | had areated a history.
It garted withme. But | felt likel hadno
higory of my own, sol started to make
invegtigations. | now know ahbit about my
mother and where she haslived. It's fairly
patchy and | am not sure about the idea of
trying to find her. We'll see. | have no ideawho
my biol ogicd father isand my experi ence of
growing up has made merealise just how
crucialy important the role of the father is |
usedto seethat all the time with the lads |
worked with. No malerole models.

Getting back to your work now with foster
care. You have fostered in the past?
Sort of. We did respite care.

And what is respite care?

It' swhere you give someone abreak by | ooking
after thar foste child for ashort period of time.
Andthenwe were supported lodgi ngs carers for
over fiveyears That is where youlook after
16-18yea-olds preparing them for adult life.

I work for PCC and my name is..

BLAIR MORTIMER

Blair Mortimer is PCC's student social worker. Phoenix magazine caught
up with him over a cup of PCC coffee to find out what makes him tick

Blair Mortimer

All useful experience for this job?
Exactly

And now the foster care agency is fully up
and running and very well respected, what
would you say is your vision for it?

| would say, and | am sureA drian and Pauline
would agree, tha we wart to be ahugely
reliable as=t to the local authority andtobean
organisation of excellence & every level. From
theway we structure our formsto the way that
we care. Our focus is very much on ‘care’
rather thanjugt ‘acconmodation’, and asa
result we place agreat value on supporting and
encouraging our caers You haveto look dter
the carers &s much & the kidsin many ways. It
has a huge impact.

And are you achieving that?

| think we ae. We seem to be well liked and ae
wi nni ng more contracts, parti aularly working
wi th asylum-seeking younggers

And you're enjoying the job?

I’m doing what | love the best whichis
assiging young peopleto offe them better
futures Givingthem the best chanceto be able
to gart goad lives.

Thanks Blair for talking to us
My pleasure.

(Any chance you would change your name
to Cameron if the other lot won?)
Let's not evengothere

Contacting PCC

WE HAVE A NEW
AND IMPRPOVED WEBISTE!
WY .phoenixcommunit y.org
e-mail :
Telephone : 0208887 6888

Address:
e-base, & Bounces Road, London N9 8LD
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